Breast cancer with reactive multinucleated giant cells: report of three cases.
We report here three cases of breast cancer with reactive multinucleated giant cells. The patients were among the 605 patients with breast cancer seen in the past 17 years at Tenri Hospital; the incidence of this variety of breast cancer was 0.5%. Enzyme histochemical and electron microscopic examination suggested that the giant cells were of histiocytic origin. However, results of immunohistochemical technique, S-100 protein, lysozyme, nonspecific cross-reacting antigen with carcinoembryonic antigen, alpha-1-antitrypsin, and alpha-1-antichymotrypsin, all currently used as markers of histiocytes, were negative. Because of the rarity of this variety of breast cancer, the biological significance of these unusual findings remains unknown.